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U S. CHARGES MANHATTAN DOCTOR AND 2D MAN I N SEPARATE
CASES WTH I LLEGALLY DI STRI BUTI NG NARCOTI CS THAT
RESULTED | N DEATH

JAMVES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, announced that two individuals
have been charged by crimnal Conplaints in unrelated cases with
illegally distributing narcotics, resulting in the death of two
narcotics users. Specifically, a crimnal Conplaint was unseal ed
t oday chargi ng FRANK CUSANO with three counts of illegally
participating in the distribution of heroin, which resulted in
the death of a victimwho used the heroin that CUSANO had hel ped
himbuy. In the second case, DAVID E. WEXLER, a dernat ol ogi st
practicing in Manhattan, has been charged in a crimnal Conplaint
filed today with conspiring with others to distribute
Hydr omor phone, commonly known as “Dilaudid,” which resulted in
the death of a victimwho overdosed on the “Dilaudid.” WEXLER is
al so charged with conspiring to distribute Hydrocodone, conmonly

known as “Vicodin,” and Al prazolam commonly known as *“Xanax,”



all of which are controlled substances.

Both Conplaints were filed in Manhattan federal court.

According to the Conplaint filed agai nst CUSANQG,

CUSANO s victimdi ed on August 27, 2001, from a heroin overdose,
after surviving for several days in a conma. The Conpl ai nt

al l eges that CUSANO or “Frankie,” nmet the victimat a drug
treatment program As set forth in the Conplaint, the victim had
expressed his desire to others to try heroin. CUSANO told agents
of the DEAin an interview that the victimhad asked hi m what
heroin was |like, and for help in purchasing heroin. CUSANO
further allegedly admtted that he regularly purchased heroin for
distribution at a particular location on Crotona Avenue in the
Bronx, New Yor k.

As stated in the CUSANO Conpl ai nt, CUSANO adm tted to
agents that he had hel ped the victim purchase heroin on three
different occasions, tw ce on August 23, 2001, and once on August
24, 2001. On August 23, 2001, CUSANO all egedly introduced the
victimto the sellers at the Crotona Avenue drug spot, and both
CUSANO and t he victimpurchased one bag of heroin. CUSANO and
the victimreturned | ater on August 23, 2001, to purchase another
bag of heroin each, it was charged. On August 24, 2001, the
victim call ed CUSANO agai n and asked himto take the victim back
to the Crotona Avenue | ocation, where the victimpurchased six
nore bags of heroin, giving two bags to CUSANO, according to the
Complaint. The victimallegedly used one bag and CUSANO
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all egedly used two bags. According to the Conplaint, later the
ni ght of August 24, 2001, the victimwent to an acquai ntance’s
house, and began sweating. The Conplaint states he |ater fel
asl eep, and the acquai ntance had troubl e waking the victimup and
finding the victims pulse. As a result, the victimwas
eventual ly taken to the hospital, where he died three days |ater.
According to the Conplaint filed agai nst WEXLER, VEXLER
is a practicing dermatol ogi st on East 76th Street in Manhattan.
The Conpl aint alleges that on or about May 28, 2001, a purported
pati ent of WEXLER s was found dead in the patient’s apartnent, of
what was |ater determ ned to be an overdose of Dilaudid. As
explained in the Conplaint, Dilaudid is a pain killer that is
frequently used as a substitute for heroin by addicts.
After the death of this individual, investigators from
t he DEA obtained Medi care records for this patient, and | earned
that he had been treated by WEXLER on an average of 24 visits per
nmont h bet ween Septenber 1999 and the victinm s death in May 2001.
On each of these visits, WEXLER all egedly billed Medicare for
exci sions of benign growhs fromthe patient’s skin of
approximately 4.0 centineters, or 1.5 inches, each. WEXLER
bill ed Medi care anywhere from $300 to $400 for each of these
exci sions, according to the Conplaint. However, according to the

Medi cal Examiner’s report for the patient’s death, the patient



did not have any scars, other than one from what appeared to be
an appendectony. Investigators fromthe DEA also | earned from
canvassing pharnmacies in the area of the patient’s residence that
the patient had received nonthly prescriptions for the maxi mum
prescri babl e anount of Dilaudid from WEXLER, as well as
prescriptions for Vicodin and Xanax, all of which are controlled
subst ances.

The VWEXLER Conpl aint further alleges that an
acquai ntance of the patient was interviewed, who stated that
he/ she had acconpani ed the patient to visits with WEXLER  During
these visits, the patient allegedly had stated that he all owed
VEXLER to submt fraudulent bills to Medicare for procedures
whi ch VEXLER had not perfornmed. In exchange for this, WEXLER
al l egedly gave the patient prescriptions for controlled
substances and a nonthly paynment of $700. The patient also
all egedly stated that he would present the prescriptions to
different pharmacies to hide the | arge nunbers of pills he was
getting. The acquaintance further stated that he knew t he
patient was an addict who al so sold sone of the illegal pills he
obt ai ned from WEXLER on the street, according to the Conpl aint.

Furthernore, as set forth in the Conplaint, WEXLER was
i nterviewed on several occasions by DEA investigators. Anmong

ot her things, WEXLER allegedly told the investigators that he had



removed small growhs fromthe patient’s body. Yet, when told
that the patient did not have any scars, WEXLER all egedly stated
that the patient was a “fast healer.” WEXLER also admitted that
about half of the bills he had submtted to Medicare for
procedures he had performed on the patient were fraudul ent,
according to the Conplaint. WEXLER allegedly told investigators
that he had done this “for the noney.” WEXLER also allegedly
admtted that he may have given the patient $700 per nonth so
that he could use the patient’s Medicare information. In
addi ti on, WEXLER acknow edged that he gave prescriptions for
controll ed substances to the patient in the nanmes of other
peopl e, and that he believed that the patient had delivered these
prescriptions for WEXLER, it was charged. However, when asked
for nedical records show ng the nanes of the other patients, he
all egedly clained he did not make entries in those patients’
charts.

CUSANO, 39, lives in Pel ham Wstchester County, New
York, and VWEXLER, 59, resides in Manhatt an.

Bot h CUSANO and VEXLER are schedul ed to be presented on
their respective crimnal Conplaints before United States
Magi strate Judge GABRIEL W GORENSTEIN | ater today. They each

face a maxi mum sentence of life inprisonnment, a mandatory m ni num



sentence of 20, and a fine $1 million or twice the gross gain or
| oss resulting fromthe of fense.

M. COMEY praised the efforts of the Drug Enforcenent
Adm ni stration in this case.

Assistant United States Attorney HARRY SANDICK is in
charge of the prosecution of CUSANO, and Assistant United States
Attorney JONATHAN S. KOLODNER is in charge of the prosecution of
VEXLER.

The charges in the Conplaints are nmerely allegations,
and the defendants are presuned innocent until and unless proven
guilty.
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